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Magic Carpet Ride

Blooms that blanket the California landscape are at risk

IN HONOR OF QUR first issue ol
WildfTower, we turn our attention to a phe
nomenon so rare and spectacalar it would
appear a fantagy. Without regularity, the
Colifornia desert is home to whit are
kneown as “carpet Blimwrns” — @ rare :!Ii[}l.l!.'
of flowers on a scale and magnitude unseen
anywhere else on earth.

I'wenty  vears  ago, photographer

Richard Dickey stumbled upe st three

mile expanse of Califormia  poppies
{Eschscholzia califormical so brilliant it
required sunglasses to look upan. He set out
to capture on film the desert’s “feral flowers,
learning that it takes just the right timing
and combinations of ainfall and tempera
ture to set off such darzling events and that
many years may pass before the nest display
Sadly, these treasures are at risk. Their

home in the California Floristic Provinge is

wwwwildflower.ong

4 bilodiversity hotspot as defined by

UNESCO and Conservation nternational
Of niearly 3.500 species of vascular plants in
the hotspot, more than 2,120 (61 percent)
are found nowhere else in the warld
Wilderness destruction caused by com

mercial farming is a major threat for the

region. as the California Floristic Provinee

generates half of all the agricultural products
used by LIS, consumers. The hotspot also s

wirwwildflowerorg

heavily threatened by the

sxpansion of urban
areas, pollution and road construction

An artist turned educator and activist
Diekey's |||||,,

aphy collection represents
his 20-vear pursuit of capturing the threat
ened phenomena on film and can be seen at
www feralflowers . com

Far more information on  the
lifornia

wwwconservationintern

Floristic Provinece,  visit
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